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Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial applicability: 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Novalty 

1. The technical features of claims 1-17 are not anticipated by documents Dl-12 and 
therefore fulfil ttie requirements of novelty in terms of Art 33 (2) PCT. 

None of the prior art disclose compositions containing 14-1000mg pantothenic acid and 
protein, cartiohydrates or lipid components such as those described In the claims. 

invantiwe Slftp 

2. Claims 1-17 of the present application are considered to involve an inventive step and 
subsequently fulfil the criterion set forth in Article 33(3) PCT. 

D1 is considered the closest prior art in terms of technical features, it discloses 
compositions comprising 50En% of lipids, 18En% proteins and 32En% carbohydrates. 
Pantothenic acid is disoiosed as being present at a dosage of 13.2mg. The compositions 
are especially useful for oncologic patients showing weight loss and for reducing feelings 
of loss of appetite. 

The differences of the application with respect to the closest state of the art D1 formulated 
in terms of Technical Features is the presence of a higher dose (14-1000mg) of 
pantothenic acid. 

The alleged effect of this is stimulation of appetite. 

Therefore the problem to be solved may be regarded as "providing an alternative 
composition for stimulating appetite". 

Starting from D1, it Is not obvious from its teaching that calcium pantothenate is used as 
the main appetite stimulant but rather as a vitamin and general nutrittonai component, in 
fact, emphasis in D1 Is placed upon the fat content of the composition in order to treat the 
patient. 
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None of the remaining prior art documents disclose together that (i) calcium pantothenate 
is an appetite stimulant and that (II) amounts of at least I4mg should be used. 

D2 discloses that B vitamins stimulate appetite and suggests a preferred amount of 180 
mg. however this Is directed to treatment of cows not humans. Uikewise D7 and D9 are 
directed to the use of pantothenic acid for treating pigs and fish respectively. 
D4 discloses a vitamin preparation that contains 20-flO mg calcium pantothenate but does 
not suggest its direct action as an appetite stimulant. 

D12 suggests a vitamin B deficiency can cause anorexia but no hint is given to the amount 
of vitamin B to be administered to overcome the deficiency. 

Thus In principle the present application meets the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because 
the subjectHfnatter of claims 1-17 Involve an inventive step in the sense of Article 33(3) 
PCT. 



Re Item VIII 

Certain observations on the international application 

1. The use the term "equivalent" in claims 1 and 1 1 should be avoided because It does not 
appear to have a precise meaning, thus rendering the scope of the claims unclear (Article 
6 PCT) since it is not clear which specific compounds are encompassed by this term. 
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Claims 



1- Composition for stimulating appetite in humans comprising in a daily dosage foxm 
14 - 1000 mg pantothenic acid or an equivalent thereo f: which eouivalent com^ 
prises ^ ^uimolar dm^mt of at least 1 4 mg pantftthenic acid, and at least IS Bn% 
proteins (or bydrolysad proteins or amino adds) and/or at least 32 En% carbohy- 
dzBtes and/or at least 18 En% lipids and said compoaitian having a caloric value of 
at least 100 kcal per daily dosage. 

2. Composition according to cUdm 1 wherein tibe proteins are selected fiom proteins 
from toe groi^ consisting of plants^ vegetables, ceieals. seeds, or whey, preferably 
fiom acidic whey. 

3. Composition according to claim 1 or 2 wherein the composition comprises pro- 
teins that provides per 1 00 g amino acids at least one selected from the group con- 
sisting of 1 .8-6 g mefliionine, 5.8-12,0 g lysine, is 1.5-4.0 g tryptophan and at least 
8.0 g leucine. * 

4. Composition according to any of the preceding claims, whn^ein the serine/glycine 
ratio is 3,4 or high^. 

5. Composition according to any of the preceding claims, comprising per daily dose 
at least one con^onent selected from die groi^ conaisting of 0.2-5 g cysteine or 
one or more cysteine equivalents, 0.2-5 g nucleotide or one or more nucleotide 
equivalents (1-10 g yeast, cytidine, uridine, nucleosides), 0.1-.5 g beta-alanine 
(only if the equivalent of pantothenic acid is CR)-pantoate), 300-3000 mg folic acid 
or one or more folic acid equivalents and 0.5-50 mg vitamin B6 or one or more vi* 
tamin B6 equiv^ents, 0,5 g of at least one selected fiom dioline, betaine, di- 
methylglycine and sarcosine. 
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6. Composition according to any of the preceding claims, said composition having a 
caloric valtie of at least 600 kcal, preferably at least 900 kcal. moi« pi^fenbly at 
least 1200 kcal per daily dosage. 

Comporition aeeoniing to any of the pieceding d aime. comprising lipids in an 
amount of at least 1.5 gp* 100 g eomposition. preferably in t£rr"^of Xo-io 
more preferably in the range of 2.7-8 gper 100 g composition. 

8. Composition according to claim 7 vyberein the amount of lipids comprises at least 
12 g saturated fatty acids per 100 g Upids. preftcably 14-50 g per 100 g fatty acids. 

9. Composition according to claim 7 or 8 wherein the amount of lipids con^rises at 
least 4.0 g myristic acid per 100 g fetty acids. 

10. Composition according to any of the preceding claims, comprising at least IS En% 
proteins (or hydrolysed protetos or amino acids) and at least 2S En% lipids and at 
least 40 Ba% carbohydrates. 

11. Use of proteins (or hydrolysed proteins or amino acids) and pantothenic acid or an 
equivalent thereof for the manufecture of a composition that comprises at least 15 
En% proteins (or hydrolysed proteins or amino acids) and that comprises in a daily 
dosage at least 14 mg pantothenic acid or an equivalent thereo f which eouivAlent 
comprises an equimolar ammmt of at least 1 A m e pantothenic fbruse in a 
me&od for stimulating annetit e in hmnane 

12. Use according to claim 1 1 in which said mettiod comprises the stabilisation and/or 
increase of body weight. 

1 3. Use according to claim 1 1 or 12 in which said method comprises administiation of 
a cooqiosition comprising a daily dose of pantothenic acid or an equivalent thereof 
of 14- 1000 mg. 



'TENDED SHEET 



2 



P21250aPCT 



6/9 

24OptDber200S 



14. Ufieaccordmgtoanyofckimsll.l3mwtud>sai(lj«m^ 

lent thereof is selected fiom the ^up consiatingof pamotbenol. (R^pamoaie or 
salts or esters thereof; pantothenic acid or salts or esters or eOiers thereof 
pantetheine or esters or ethers thereof and coenzyme A. preferably pantolhenol. 
^>j )antoate or Bm AlJS^^s^S?!^mi_pt^^^^tat6 or s alts &ereo£ 

15. Use according to any of claims 11-14 in a method for the treatment of patients 
suffering fiom infections, serious Kver. kidney or heart disease, cancer of any kind, 
intestinal obstruction, inflammatory bowel disease, pancreatitia, irritable bowel 
syndrome, appendicitis, endocrine problems, diabetes, hypothyroidism, autoim- 
mune diseases or disorders, psychological conditions, eating disorders, negative ef- 
fiscts of medicationB or drugs, chemotherapy medications, alcohol, narcotics, anti- 
biotics, diabetes medication, dementia, lung diseases, lung emphysema; traumata 
following surgery. 

16. Use according to any of chums 11-14 in a method to treat nausea during preg- 
nancy. 

1 7. Use of a composition according to any of claims MO for the use according to any 
of claims 11-16. 
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